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Camera Type: 35-mm SLR
Normal Lens: 50-mm Ultron /1.8
Shutter: Cloth focal plane. B, 1/2-1/1,000, plus
flash setting.
Viewfinder: Non-interchangeable eye-level prism with
RF spot in Fresnel screen.
Exposure Meter: Through-lens, CdS; stop-down method.
Flash Synchronization: Single setting on shutter speed dial for
both electronic and regular flash at 1/45.
Film Loading: Conventional.

Film Transport: Single-stroke lever.

Film Counter: Automatic reset; shows number of expo-
sures made.

Other Features: Depth-of-field preview lever, meter on-off
switch, meter window in top of camera,
built-in eyepiece light shield.

Weight: 2 |b., 5 oz.

Dimensions: W. 53/8 in., H. 4 in., D. 33/8 in.

Accessories: Interchangeable lenses, filters, bellows and
extension tubes, right-angle viewfinder,
supplementary close-up lenses, micro-
scope adapters, copying stand, eyepiece
correction lenses, etc.

Price: $279.95.
Distributor: Zeiss Ikon Voigtlander of America, Inc.,

444 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. 10018.

ICAREX 35S

FIELD CHECK

In this age of ever-proliferating 35-mm SLRs, my first ques-
tion about a new model is, “Just where does this new camera
fit into the scheme of things?”’ After working awhile with the
Icarex 35S, I came up easily with the answer. I think it is
going to be a serious contender for a slice of the medium-
_priced, professional camera market, as well as appeal to
serious amateurs. This is my impression based on the cam-
era’s quality of construction, ease of handling, and the results
it gave me during my tests in the field.

My first good reaction came when I looked into the view-
finder of the Icarex 35S. I am quite near-sighted, and wear
thick glasses. But, despite this, I had no trouble seeing the
entire focusing screen at one glance. I was also able to see
the metering system’s illuminated f-stop scale (located above
the focusing screen) without having to twist my head. The
model I used had a rubber eyecup mounted over the eyepiece.
This caused me to move my eye back somewhat, but I did not
lose any of the advantages cited above.

The focusing screen consists of a Fresnel groundglass with
rangefinder center spot. I had to be convinced by calling
Zeiss Ikon Voigtlander that a Fresnel lens was present, since
I could not see its concentric lines, even with the lens stopped
down. This is a great asset, since a focusing screen should be
a place not only for judging focus, but also the esthetic quali-
ties of the image. Fresnel lines are no help in such matters.

The rangefinder in the center of the groundglass is set at
a 45-degree angle, making it easy to match up either vertical
or horizontal straight lines, without having to turn the cam-
era on its side. The meeting place, or center line between the
two rangefinder prisms, is clearly defined, with neither over-
lapping nor space between the images. Thus, when an object
is brought into correct focus, the image looks continuous and
clean. I like this characteristic.

When no clearly definable subject contours were available
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for use in rangefinder focusing, I switched to the surrounding
Fresnel screen. The image seemed quite bright, even though
the lens was an f/1.8 rather than the f/1.4 that I've become
accustomed to. Comparison with one or two other cameras
having f/1.4 lenses confirmed my feeling that here was an
exceptionally bright finder indeed. The image snapped in and
out of focus without any trouble.

A depth-of-field preview plunger, also used in through-the-
lens metering operations, is located just behind the lens on the
left side of the body. It may be pressed in gently for a quick
look or pressed in hard to lock it for an extended view.

The viewfinder also contains the metering match needle in
the right center of the focusing screen, centered in a V-shaped
notch. This is part of a black, M-shaped protrusion into the
picture area. Surrounding this is an illuminated line that
makes it easy to center the needle in the notch, even when
the picture area on that side is in relative darkness. The
protrusion of the metering notch into the picture area was
not great enough to make composition difficult. The f-stop
settings are continuous, with no click stops. This makes for a
smooth continuous movement, that in turn makes it easy to
center the needle precisely to get the right exposure.

The meter is powered by a PX-13 mercury cell or equiva-
lent located in the base of the camera. It takes two actions to
turn the meter on. The first is to swing the film transport
lever to its “ready” position. Next is to push in the depth-of-
field preview plunger on the left side under the lens. An es-
sential difference between the metering systems of the Icarex
35 and the new 35S is in the fact that the meter is coupled not
only to the diaphragm but also to the shutter speed dial on the
newer camera. On the previous model with detachable, ac-
cessory metering prism, the shutter speed had to be set not
only on the speed dial, but also on a dial atop the prism. The
new arrangement makes it easier to (continued on page 132)









